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54 MILES FROM PARIS

Resistance Tough

In Warsaw Sector;
Tank Clash Rages

Russian Baltic Forces|

Slug Toward Riga;
Gain In Prussia

. LONDON, Aug, 11—Russian ar-
“mies aimed new blows at German
lines northeast of Warsaw but
German resistance in this sector
had stiffened as fresh Nezi rein-
‘forcements were thrown into the
ﬁuel;:_c wli_ltl-]; orders from Adolf
t to hold at any price,
‘The Germans hurled their big-
gest tanks and tiring reserves into
_ the battle in a desperate effort to
avoid encirclement in East Prussia
and complete isoleggn from Ger-
many proper : Red Army's
wedge deepen into their flank.

The Russian smash was made 70
miles south of the East Prussian
border and sw north through
the valley of the Liwlece River. At
least 150 villages fell in the first
phase of the drive which may en-
velop Nazi East Prussian armies

ust as their Baltlc forces are be-

pushed back into the sea.

Masses of Soviet tanks and in-
fantry were reported Jlocked in
battle all along the East Prussian
border and the German News
Agency aedmitted the Nazis had
i:een btgnbe;i: back ligom their main

ines of resistance A

sector at the southeﬁf bow.}

the Reich state. .

In the Baltic sector, the southern
flank of the Baltic First Army ad-
vanced another 10 miles in its push
toward Ry in Lithuania,
masses of battled 15
miles cross- Iy m the.im-
portant Shavli-Tilsit highway.

Major tank battles were reported

developing northwest of Mariam-
pole, 30 miles southeast of Kaunas
and two miles east of the Prussian
frontier, as the trapped German
16th and 18th armies tried unsuc-
cessfully to break through a narrow
sector to join forces with Nazi
forces in East Prussia.

South of Warsaw, the Russians
continued to improve their bridge-
head across the Vistula while Mar.
shal Ivan Konev's forces moved
info the Carpathian foothills from
the oil center of Drohobycz, whose
capture further reduced Germany's
diminishing oll reserves. -

The region, one of the richest
oil centers in  Ukrainia, was in-
valuable to the Wehrmacht. Great
supplies were drawn off to. keep
the Nazi machine rolling when Al-
lied bombings cut deeply info the
Rumanian centers.

Churchill Visits Italy
After Normandy Trip

ALLIED FORCE HEAD-
QUARTERS, Aug. 11 (Bulle-
tin)—Prime Minister Winston
Churchill has arrived in Xlaly,
it was announced here tonight
in a special communique. No
indication was given as to
where Mr. Churchill might go
or whom he might see while
in the Mediterranean Theater.

The visit of the British
Prime Minister follows closely
his third trip to Normandy to
receive first-hand information
on the progress of the Allied
offensive and comes about two
weeks after the visit to Italy
of King George VI of England.

Vatican Is Silent
On Russian Move

VATICAN CITY, Aug. 11—Noth-
ing is known here about the re-
port that the Soviet Government
has proposéd "co-ordinated action
between Moscow and the Vatican
in the postwar solution of moral
social problems,” the Vatican Press
Service reported today.

According to the report, relayed
by Reuter's from London yesterday,
the Russian Government has sent
a memorandum to the Vatican
proposing such action in which
Marshal Joseph Stalin was said to
have suggested to Pope Plus XII
that they excRhange views to fa-
cilitate action at the peace con-
{ference. 3

The London Daily News Chronicle
interpreted a Reuter’s report that

the Polish government, would pro-
ceed to Warsaw as soon as the
Polish capital is liberated, as in-
dicating that the Vatican had
reconciled itself to the fact that
Poland, predomifiantly a Catholic
counfry, would be on close terms
of friendship with Russia in the
postwar world.

Osservatore Romano published a
report on Pope Pius XII's speech
of July 28 to a representative of
Polish forces in Italy in which the
Pope said it was hoped all nations
will acknowledge their debt to that
nation. s

The Osservatore Romano com-
mented: "The words of the Holy
Father are an appeal, reaffirmed,
indestructible, direct, providential
guiding rule for all who will have
fo take a decision and for those
who are awaiting. And Poland

Christianity awalts.” :

B-29s Pummel Nagasaki,
Jap Shipbuilding Center

PEARL HARBOR, Aug. 11—Super
Forts ranged widely over vital
. Japanese targets, blasting the im-
portant shipbuilding city of Naga-
saki on the homeland island of
Kyushu for the third time, and
hitting- Palembang on the Jap-
occupied island of Sumatra in their
first attack upon tne Netherland
Ea.st Indies, it was announced to-
ay.

Other American heavy bombers
struck Davao on -Mindanao Island
in the Philippines, the third suc-
cessive night they have smacked it,
The three-night bombijng attacks
against Davao weré the first Allied
air raids upon the Philippines since
fighting ceased there over two
years ago. Alr strips were the main
targets.

Pilots coming back from the raid
upon Nagasaki said they observed

huge fires in the shipyards as they | tiliti

left. . That city, 11th in- size in
Japan, was visited by the Super
Forts on June 15 and July 7. The
B-29s, making their first trip to
Palembang, started towering flames
in the tank ang refinery area.

The ‘attacks on Nagasakj

in China and Burma. The Philip-
pine raiders may have come from
there, too.

Another 60 tons of bombs were
dropped upon Truk in the central
Carolines, and Liberators and Cat-
alinas hit Maloelap atoll in the
Marshalls,

American submarines, it was re-
ported by the Nayy Department
from Washington today, have de-
stroyed another 16 Jap vessels, in-
cluding one warship, bringing to
839 the total number of Jap ships

of all kinds sunk or damaged by|

subs alone since the start of hos-
es,

Monsignor Cortesi, Papal Nuncio to |

and |
Palembang came from secret bases!

Yanks Liberate Charires; .
Race Ahead Toward Capital

LONDON, Aug. 11—American armored spearheads, racing east at a 40-mile-a-day clip, were
reported today to have liberated the cathedral city of Chartres, only 54 miles from Paris and the
last great communications center southwest of the French capital. ;

BBC said Lt. Gen. Omar K. Bradley's forces in this sector, tearing on from Le Mans, were
keeping radio silence about their swift and powerful sweeps, and reports on their whereabouts were
coming in only after long advances. : Z i

The Americans’ incredibly swift drive, rivaling the Russians' pace, brought tnem about 75
miles northeast of Le Mans, which they liberated only two days ago.

At the same time another Yank column was battering at Chateaudun, 27 miles south of Char-
tres and 53 airline miles due east of Le Mans. Chateaudun is the key to a great road network

NEW YORK, Aug., 11 — Excite-
ment is mounting here on the home
front over the American drive to-
ward Paris and the graphic sweep
of' Yankee armor in Brittany.

A typical comment is "at last our
communiques are reading like the
Russians’,” indicating a long-sup-
pressed desire of home fronters
to register a victory on the Red
Army scale,

Military commentators point out
that for virtually the first time
in this war American forces have
an opportunity to use armor on a
large scale “and aepparently are do-
ing so to good advantage.” They
add that the Allles had an oppor-
tunity to employ large numbers of
tanks in Tunisia but didn't have
them.’ Otherwise American fightin
in the Mediterranean and the Pa-
cific has always been on a com-
paratively narrow sector. .

While the Russians used five
armies in the drive on Minsk at

Littte Over - Optimism
In USSR, Says Cassidy

NEW YORK, Aug. 11 — Henry
Cassidy, Chief of the Assoclated
Press bureau in Moscow, who has
just returned from four vears serv-
-ice in the Soviet capital said 1o-
day that Russian authorities think
Germany will not be crushed on
the battlefield until next summer
unless something unexpected ot-

the eany ena of the war.

curs, Cassidy sald there is little|
{ over-optimism in the USSR about |

Home Front Excitement
High on FrenCh DriveiBritish armored forces enlarged

By Sgt. JACK FOISIE
Staff Correspondent .

the start of the Soviet offensive
which has taken them all the way
to the Baltic and Prussia, up until
the break out of Normandy Amerl-
cans have mnever had the oppor-
funity to use more than a single
army in any one operation, and the
Allies have not' had more than
three armies in action on any one
front between the fall of France
until the return to France.

The British used buf a single re-
inforced army—the famous
for most of their desert action. The

which by-passes Paris from the
southeast.

A Reuter’s dispatch saild Gen-
eral Bradley'’'s hard-hitting
tanks could strike three ways
from Chateaudun: (1) due east, by-
passing Paris from the south; (2)
northeast toward Paris; (3) south-
engt toward 'Orleans and the upper

completed the occupation of the
big Loire River port of Nantes, 28

two key cities, completeg only aiter
exteusive minefields had - been
cleared, established a strong 50-
mile-long right flank along the
northern bank of the Loire.

In the northern sector avound
Caen, the combined British-Cana-
dian drive to pry apart the hinge
of the German Tth Army continued

to make progress in especially bitter
fighting. = -
British and Cang 00pS

fought their way to ¥%
road

roads covering afernative routes to
Paris® as well &
railway.
Beating off the strongest counter-
attacks the Germans could throw
against them, Canadian armor and
infantry broke through two defénse
lines guarding Falaise, 21 miles
south of Caen. .
On the Canadians’ west flank,

their Orne River bridgehead, with
tank columns seriking south and
southeast from two to three miles.

The Germans were reported to

(Continued on page 8)

Luil Covers_Mosl:
. Of ltalian Front

ALLIED FORCE HEADQUAR-

gth—|TERS, Aug. 11—Light patrol action

and sporadic artillery fire featured

Allies had two armies in Tunisia|activity on the 8th and 5th Army

strung out thinly holding a thou-

{ronts yesterday as the third week

sand-mile "line. Two armies were|of Allied and German jockeying for

used in Sicily and two In Italy
where
Apennine Mountains proved a good
dividing line for the armies’ respec-

8ltive operational areas.

strategically superior positiorss on

"the spinal cord” of the|either side of the Arno River neared

its close, .
Intermittent thunder showers
along the front restricted patrol

Military men pointed out that|activity but the Kraut forces, still
an army is & flexible unit and can without an indication, as to where

contain two or more corps which in|the next Allied blow

might be

turn can each contain two or more|Struck, were sharply responsive bto

divisions,

Home fronters inspired by the

ever-changing headlines which re-
cord the progress mile by mile in
the '"Battle of Paris” are now
crowlng that “we are outblitzing

the slightest Allied move.

Eighth Army troops continued to
consolidate the gains they had
made through the capture of im-
portant hill features in the Arno
River bend to the east of Florence

the blitzkrieg boys.” This is easy to|which hag forced the Nazis to

say over. here, although battlefront|withdraw

reports are certainly favorable,

Results thus far since Lt. Gen.
Omar Bradley launched his offen~
slve on July 25 are being called by
military observers
American gains of this war.” Gains
are these:

1, The armored sweeps that shot
across the 100-mile base of Brit-

all their forces in the
area, save patrols, back across the
river. . =
Polish and Italian trpops in the
Adriatic sector pushed ahead

"the greatest|{slowly against stiff opposition and

gained two miles on a six-mile
front in the high ground overlook-
ing the Cesano Valley from Ripe
fo the coast. Only minor pockets

tany to the Bay of Biscay In four|of enemy forces were reported in

days and the 138-mile thrust west-
(Continued on page 8)

the area south of the Cesano Rivag
(Continued on page 3)

Lre,
Meanwhile, other American forces

8 |miles inland from the Atlantic, and °
|the city of Angers, 56 miles north-
2 “Teast of Nantes, Occupation of these

as the Paris-Ca2 :
- # X
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