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Rennes Falls Before Powerful Yank Drive

Mazi Front Said
Crumbling Before
Brilish Offensive

WASHINGTON, Aug. 3—
American troops$, continuing
their powerful drive south, cap-
tured Rennes, known as the
capital of the Brittany Province,
Secretary of War Henry L.
Stimson announced today.

The current offensive took
the Americans approximately
30 miles past Pontorson, which
fell yesterday, to the vital com-
munication center.’

This advance marked the
deepest penetration yet made
by the Allies in France and placed
them at a point approximately 100
miles south of Cherbourg.

Other Américan troops mean-
while have liberated the famous
island of Mont St. Michel, The
Medieval town and monastery are
reported to be intact.

From the British sector comes
word that street fighting is raging
in Vire, nerve center of the Ger-
man positions on the central front.
The approach to the town of St.
Pois widens the Allied corridor east
of Avranches to 14 miles, and once
again word from the forwarq CPs
is, "There seems to be no organized
resistance.”

Rommel's entire French {ront
from Villers Bocage to the south is
reported by a Reuter's correspond-
ent to be disintegrating under the

(Continued on page 4)

McNair Was Killed

By American Bomb,

. WASHINGTON, Aug. 3 — An
American bomb dropped short of
its goal caused the death of Lt.
Gen, Lesley J, McNair, former com-
mander of the Army Ground
Forces, the Army disclosed today.

General McNair was killed in
Normandy on July 25. His death
occurred during an intensive aerial
bombardment which cleared a path
for the breakthrough of American
forces now storming Britiany,

A report by General Dwight D, Ei-
senhower said: "Fuill investigation
developed the fact that General
McNair dieq as a result of the ex-
plosion of one of our own bombs.”

An earlier report said he had
died from enemy fire. However, last
week it was revealed that 50 planes
of a combined bombardment force
of the 8th and 9th AAF dropped
bombs in an American sector. Malj.
Gen. Lewis H. Brereton, 9th AAF
commander, said casualties were
less than had at first been believed.
General McNair, in Normandy as an
observer, was one of those killed by
this premature release of bombs,

Polish Chief, Molofov
In Moscow Conference

LONDON, Aug. 3—Prime Min-
ister Stanislaw Mikolaczk of the
Polish  government-in-exile has
conferred with the Soviet Foreign
Commissar Vyacheslaff Molofov,
Moscow dispatches reported today.

The Polish Prime Minister told
correspondents last night that the
interview lasted half an hour and
the atmosphere was very friendly.
He added that he expected to see
Marshal Stalin shortly and also

hoped to meet some of the leaders
of the Polish Liberation Committee
formed in Moscow.

Latest Secret Weapon
Revealed In France

LONDON, Aug. 3—The latest
German secret weapon—a Junk-
ers bomber filled with explosives
and operated by a pilot in a Mes-
serschmitt joined to the top of
the Junkers to form a composite
plane—has been destroyed over
Normandy.

The bomber has all the for-
ward guns removed and the space
in the nose is filled with ex-

plosives. When fire or fighters
prove dangerous, the Messer-
schmitt fighter c¢an set the

bomber on its fixed course, then
break away to make his escape.

Kraufs Infiltrate

Back Across Arno;
Advances Checked

ADVANCED ALLIED HEAD-
QUARTERS, Aug. 3—The Germans
are finding holes in the middle of

send rather sizeable
parties across the Arno, it was ap-
parent from today’s official reports
which told of two clashes on the
south side of the river, and further
"important” advances on the front
south of Florence,

It was reporteq today that 200
enemy infantrymen who crossed
the river were found forming for
an attack northeast of Pontedera,

the 5th Army line big enough to
infiltration

Border Town Falils;
Beach pihic Sea

LONDON, Aug. 3—Soviet armies crashed into East Prussia
today on the 42nd day of their great summer offensive, destroy-
ing forever Adolf Hitler’s once-proud boast that Allied froops
never would set foot on German soil. b

In a routine communiqgue, the Russians announced capture
of the East Prussian border town of Vistoytis, 25 miles southwest

of lMarlmpcule in Lithuania and

. - B only 100 miles southeast of th

Finns Said Talking |e-: sbers,
Peace With Russia

Prussian capital of Koenigsberg.
LONDON,

News of the Soviet entry into
the Reich came as Moscow an-
nounced that Soviet armies had
reached the Baltic Sea at a point
25 miles west of Riga in Latvia.

With the Russians at the Baltic

Aug. 3—Closely fol-

but that they were dispersed by lowing the shakeup in the Finnish
5th Army artillery. A sharp patmllguvel‘nment, came the news tod_ay
clash west of Cascina, also on the from neutral Swiss and Swedish

]
Turkey To Liberafe
LrLl L)
POI'"caI Prlsoners south bank of the Arn 1-| Sources that peace talks between
nounced along with several other, Finland and the Soviet Union al-

2 ! sver ready have started.
LONDON, Aug. 3—Turkey, rid of enemy attempts to cross the river A
her diplomalic and economic ties|east and west of Pisa. In every case| , BBC today guoted the Stockholm

? | 5 -t | Aftonbladet as saying yesterday
with Germany, set about cleaning the Kraut efforts came to naught that Finnish delegates, With Swe-

house today. |official reports said. But there was| Fepss 2
The Grand National Assembly a feeling here that the enemy’s ag-:fﬁgt :?:f?tm ot :e“prégﬁfﬂﬁfg;rﬁ{
rushed through a bill granting gressiveness could not be taken iy.  Sywedish capital early last

amnesty to nationals of Great Brit- | lightly.

|ain, United States and the Soviet| Nothing was being taken lightly|ite result.

| Union who are political prisonersion the Florence front where the| i is fairly certain now that the

or accused of breach of securily. |Krauts showed no signs of aband-| last stumbling block fo the peace
George Pavloff and Leonid Kor- oning the policy of fighting tena- talks have been removed with the

niloff,. who were imprisoned for an i ciously for every hilly inch.

| week, without reaching any defin-!

only the sea lanes remained opén
for possible escape of the German _
16th and 18th armies — estimated
at 350,000 men—isolated in Latvia
and Estonia. Escape by sea, how-
ever, appeared virtually impossible
in the face of overwhelming Rus-
sian air and naval superiority.

As another German disaster ri-
{ valing that of Stalingrad appeared
in - the making, Soviet troops
strengthened their positions east
and northeast of Warsaw and
|heavy Russian guns and cannon-
I firing Stormoviks battered Nazi de-

ruary, 1942, will
tomorrow.
Ambassador von Papen, who suf-
fered the-greatest diplomatic de-
feat of his career, left for Ger-

be

alleged #ttack on the German Am-|
bassador Franz von Papen in Feb-|
released |
ilast Strada in Clanti, on the sec-|

For yet another day the distance
betweer the 8th Army and Flor-
ence showeq little change. But at

!ondary road running parallel with
\Highway 2, end about seven miles
‘due south of Florence, was cap-

| resignation of Risto Ryti as presi-!g:;;?:h paosilti’;(;ns In- the besieged
|dent and the appointment of Field | GapIvE.

{ Marshal Carl Gustav von Manner- | Farther south, Marshal Van
| heim in his place. Konev's ftroops, driving west of

In Washington also, the Finnish Jaroslav and Przemysl, drove closer
i reorganization was regarded as pre- | to Cracow and the bOI'dEI'S‘ of
liminary to a determined effort on | Czechoslovakia after breaking
part of Finland's leaders to get|through German defenses on a wide

tured by a Guards Brigade operat-
ing with South Africans.
troops, pushing north from San
Michiele and  La Romola, both
iscenes of now-you-have-it-now-
vou-don't fighting, captured com-
seas News Agency issued a state-;manding features at La Poggiona
ment on the break with Turkey.land a hill to the west in fierce
| The Nazi statement carried no bel-|fichting in which many prisoners
{licose warnings but was rather were taken.
given in an injured tone. The com-| However, the Germans appeared
munique said that "Turkey has to retain a tight grip on a 13-mile
abandoned her traditional policy of line from Faltignano, eastward
friendship” and was now entering| through Tmpruneta and Monte
Upon a path which ”"robs her of Massa, to Incisa, on Highway 69.
freedom and independence of Today's reports placed . British
action.” | (Continued on page 4)

Ham Fish Wins Despite
Dewey - Willkie Protests

WASHINGTON, Aug. 3 — Rep.]termed today by Gerald L. K.
Hamilton Fish, veteran of many a|Smith, organizer, national director
political rough and tumble political |and Presidential nominee of the
fight during his 24 years in Con-|America First party, as "proof you
gress, added another victory to hislcan't keep a good man down no
record today—renomination by theimatter how many people jump on

many last night by plane, After|
him will go the inflated embassy
and consular staff which Germany
has maintained there for espionaze
(and propaganda purposes,

Late last night the German Over-|

!lheir country out of the war re- | arc and capturing more than 150

Other gardless of the cost, the Associated inhabited places.

| Press said.

The Finnish radio late yesterday
threw further light on the presi-
dential change when it explained
that in the present "inereasingly
difficult and: fateful political con-
ditions,” it is desirable that the
supreme military and civil powers
should be combined in one man.

Neutral circles pointed out that
Marshal Mannerheim is acceptable
to the Russians as a negotiator, es-
pecially in wview of the fact that
he has long realized the futility of
Finland’s military resistance against
Russia.

In line with the days develop-
ments were unconfirmed reports
reaching Stockholm that the Ger-
mans have started to evacuate
southern Finland. It was stated that
the troops are being shipped to
| East Prussia.

‘Tropic Hurricane Hifs
North Carolina Area

WILMINGTON, N. C, Aug. 3—

| As the Russian
| drive continued in this sector, the
| Germans were faced with the
| choosing between a retreat into the

Carpathian foothills, uncovering

Silesia, or falling back west and
| uncovering Czechoslovakia and
| Hungary.

1500 Heavies Lash
At Friedrichshafen

MAAF HEADQUARTERS, Aug.
3—More than 500 American heavy
bombers today attacked industrial
targets near Friedrichshafen on
Lake Constance and bridges and
viaducts on the Brenner Pass line
from Italy to Germany with only
one group running into any enemy
opposition, it was announced late
'this afternoon. Returning crewmen
reported good hits at the Dornier-
| producing Manzell aircraft factory,
two miles west of Friedrichshafen,

Republicans of New York's 29th | him.”
District over
Presidential nominee Gov. Thomas
E. Dewey and Wendell Willkie.

With tallies in from 252 of 278
distriets in the 28th, Fish had 13,-
977 votes to 10.894 for his opponent,
Augustus W. Bennet. He must still
face Bennet, Newburgh lawyer, in
the November elections, because
Bennet already holds the Demo-
cratic and American Labor Partly
nominations, Bennet may also run
as an independent Republican can-
didate.

Fish came out on top despite
Governor Dewey's accusations that
he had raised religious and racial
issues by being quoied as saying
the Jews were generally for Roose-
velt's New Deal. Willkie also blasted
at him for using such tactics, offer-
ing to defend Maxwell Anderson
when Fish threatened to sue the
noted playwright for signing an
advertisement allegedly charging
Fish with anti-Semitism.

The renomination of Fish was

the opposition of |

Smith made this comment as he
lealled Associated Press to get the
{latest election returns. Meanwhile,
the Smith office announced that
Harry A, Romer of St. Henry, Ohio,
had been chosen by caucus as
Smith’s running mate to replace
Gov. John W. Bricker of Ohio 2s
Vice Presidential. candidate. The
caucus was held after Bricker, GOP
Vice President nominee, denounced
Smith and his party for connecting
him with America First.

Reports from other primaries
over the country showed seyaral
close contests. In another nation-
ally-watched baitle, Sen. Bennett
Champ Clark trailed State Attorney
General Roy McKittrick for the
Missouri Democratic Senatorial
nomination. Gov. Forrest Donnell
had a safe lead over his six op-
ponents for the Republican choice.

In Kansas Sen. Clyde M. Reed,
Parsons' publisher,. won the Re-
publican renomination over Carl

(Continued on page 4)

e hmington ovards nd S o Y. o “tacked om iy
- an 3
sort area last night caused proper-| The " Tactical Air Force, con=
ty damage estimated at 2,000,000 cenfraled yesterday on iargets in
dollars. No loss of life was reported, | southern France.
busi,; te]rla p}n:rsé?{ns w;eree “gllospna:llz:d.lMThreg flights dof Jrctl!_?ch - 3:;:,“
ma sna S wer own awn | arauqers an ealterra -
slat neﬁrbthrightlsvillecginc} Caro-;based Mitchells, making their first
ina Beaches. Police ef Bruce appearance over the French Main=-
Valentine of Carolina Beach said | land, participated in the operations,
ﬁama‘_}geuthere Eﬁprg}:émegfdka I:l‘ll:rl-:"and concen;us 0{1 reftlm;::ing cr&w-
on dollars, while y Cler . L.imen was [hat the [lak reception
Benson estimated damages of 3C0,- was "no worse than we've been
,goo at ngghts}:sille Bear.i.h. Fish | getting in Italy.” No Mitchells were
| houses and doc were (estroyed!lost in the operation, but ten Allied
land several houses unrcofed and planes were missing from all mis=-
;util]ities paﬁaly&ze‘% 1slt Sn;.lthport. 25 | sions which included heavy bomber
imiles north o ilmington, 3 Fra and
| The hurricane was accorr.panir.-d.rea;gf)aon target_s i e
|by a torrential rain. An 80 ’“ile'l The French-flown Marauders hit
| per hou::v \-.-m;‘i lasléed the reglont. .'a road bridge east of Gilette over
The Weather Bureau reporled| . msteron River, 15 miles north-

the storm had hovered for [our| =~ ;

days several hundred miles oif the;gg:’:’rof‘Nﬁg}"&?l?fhc;t“'pﬁ;sive{hﬁgg
Atlantic Coast and then moved in- i °b At erisan o M
land in a north-northwestward di-]t““ﬁ Y- an &

rection with diminishing intenstty. L(.1.'3m|limuzc( on page 4)
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