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Printed In Italy

TWO LIRE

Hitler Dead Nazis Report;
Doenitz Becomes Fuehrer
Declares War Will Go On

Eth Arl“nhy Meets
With Tito’s Men;
Jerry Retreats

AFHQ, May l1—Leading elements
of e 2nd New Zealand Division
of the- 8th Acrmy, crossing the
Isonzo River and reaching Monfal-
cone, made contact this afternoon
with . Marshal | Tito'’s Yugoslav
troops.

The 8th made a long sweep around
the northern Adriatic coast to ef-
fect this linkup just ten miles
northwest of Trieste, which Tito's
men entered . yesterday.

Meanwhile, in a desperate effort
[0 Keepopen an escape route 1o

" Ausiria, demobllized German sol-
diers, among the last remnanls o1
what had once been a powerful
enemy force in Ttaly, were trying
fo {ighit back today at the northern
end of Lake Garda.

Bast of Lake Garda above Ver-
ona, where the road to the Brenncr
Pasg runs, enemy troops were try-
ing to reassemble thelr disorganized
formations. Their only apparent
hope._was to revive some semblance
of order out of the defeat and to
form for the long, tortuous retreat
up into the Alps. The road leading
to and through the Brenner Pass
wihs their only way out, and there
was little  assurance that many
would be able to fight their way
through it.

Mountain troops of the 5th Army
were slashing the reireating Ger-
mans to bits, glving them little
time or opportunity. to regroup.
The towns of Rlva, Torbole and
Nuago, on the northern tip of Lake
Garda, bave been captured. Fifth
Army troops are hammering the
Germans back toward Trento, a
town on the Brenner route between
Veronaand the Pass. The 5th Army
men were little more than 18 miles

(Continved on page 8)
7th Army Drivirg
For Italian Border

SHAEF, May 1—The U. S. Tth
Army, after clearing what little
sniper resistance it met in° Munich,
moved toward the northern mouth
oi the Brenner Pass tonight in an
cffort to intercept Germans flecing
from the Oth and 8th' Armies in
Italy,

On a broad front, Tth Army
troops crossed into the narrow sirip
ol Austria, south of Munich, Iying
between Germany and northern
Italy. At points they were as much
as three miles Inside Austria and
within 30 miiles of Italy's Alpine
frontier.

Oune column crossed the Austrian|
border at Mittenwald and moved
to within ten miles of Innsbruck,
the northers entrance to the Bren-
ner  Pass roule to northern Italy.
Other columns crossed the Austrian
border south of Fuessen and were
moving steadily along roads leading |
inio towering, Italian-border Alps. |

The day's advances, spearheaded
by the 7th Army's 10h and 12th
Armored Divisions and the 44th In-
faniry Division brought the 7th
within 30 miles of Brenner Pass

IT'S ABOUT TIME
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Doenitz Was Famed
: until last night. In any casc, his dcath came when his Third Reich
n r had reached its lowest ebt, with Berlin all but conquered by the Red

Grand Admiral Karl Doenitz, the
man Hitler chose to succeed him
when he must have known  that
death was immin was a surpris-
ing choice, He was never in the
Limellght like. Himmler, Goering,
Goebbeis, the men so often associ-
aied with Hitler's dynasiy.

But Doenitz has held a high place
in Hitler s war-makinig machine for
many years and in the pasy few
years bas been ong of the ciosest
men to the Fuehrer.
of the few men, it was s
expressed hls supreme faith
Fuehrers institutions.

The Admiral made much of his
fame ' 15 the perpetritor of the
"wolf-pack”™ meihod of submarine
attack. He was a submarine en-
thusiast from World War 1 days.
He used to say he could whip the
Allied navies with his submarines.
He harped upen that subject so
much and 50 beat down the merits
of ‘his ruval, Grand Admiral Erich
Raeder thal in January, 1943, Hitler
threw Raeder out and put Doeniiz
in as Commander in Chief of al
German naval {orces.

His fortunes varied thereafler, In
the summer®of '43, Doenitz had so
high a pi.ace in Hitler's hlerarchy
he was, appointed with Reichs Mar-
shal Goering and Field Marshal Wil-
helm Keitel as one of three men
who were to have full
all military affairs.

But by December of "43 his
ted promises. for llick ti
navies had failed mi

d, who
in the

%
hunted =and

itself and within 125 miles of Al-
(Continued on page 8)

wolf packs' had becn
cut-down. And.Doenftz was in dis-

{avor with Hitler. He was then fé-l

He was one|

charge of|

s | to succeed

ported under pressure to resign.
The sinking of the battleship
Scharnhors:y put him on tender-
hooks.

He survived however, and a few
{months Jater
was Doeniiz who took Hitier s place
on the rostrum on Heroes' Day, the
first time in five years Hitier had
not shown up. In Zenghavs on Un-
ter den Linden, Doenitz warned the
German people a year ago that "a
iless struggle is being waged for
it istence of annihilation of our
| nation.”

He then had a place In more than
the military counsels of Nazidom.
He spoke soon thereafter at Stetlin,
when once again he warned of
growing Allied power, this time ad-
mitting even that Allied submarine
weapons were belter than the
German. :

But for all this frankness, Doeniiz
was one of the most determined
German military leaders. He pur-
sucd throughout the policy of no
surrender.

Doenitz the naval man had a
colorful ~ career. His. submarines
went one day into Scapa Flow and
sank the Royal Osk. Before he
became Commander {n Chief of the
German naval forces he was Com-
mander in Chief of the German
submarine fleet.

He was the perfect submarine en-
|thuslast. He made fanlastic pro-
Imises about what his subs could do
i to Allied shipping.- His appointment
Admiral Raeder gave
strengih to the.beliel that the Gor-
mans were puttineg supreme reliance

(Continued on page 8)

in March of 1944, ii|

Nazi Radio Reporis
Der Fuehrer’s Death

Adolf Hitler, architect of more evil than the world
has ever known, is dead. The announcement of the
death of the most hated man on earth was made by
Grand Admiral Karl Doenitz, described as Hitler's suc-
cessor, ;

Hitler died, accerding to the German radio; "'at his
command post in the Reich Chancellery” in Berlin yes-
terday afternoon. He died, according to this broadcast,
fighting to the last breath against Bolshevism and for
Germany.”

Doenitz immediately issued a proclamation in which
he declared that "'my first task is to save the German
people from destruction by Bolshevism,” he promised
that the "'struggle will continue."”

The news of Hitler's dcath, since it came only from German
sources, was taken with rcfcrve in United Nations capitals. It was
believed likely that Der Schoene Adolf was, at long last, dead. But
it was believed entirely pussible that even now the Nazis might be.up
toe skullduggery.

MAY BE DODGE %

Tha announcemert of Hitler's death could be a dodge to give world
criminal No. 1 a chanre to assume some sort of disguise and escape. It
could be an effor: to remdve Hitler's name from the world scene so
that peace negotiations could bte pursued with better chance of success.
It could be any one of a numaber of dodges. It could even be true. The
Crerman radio did not give dolails of how he died. One report indicated
that death came, after o strcle.

There have been reports of his death for the past few days. It
might be that he dicd some duayi ago that the announcement was saved

Army, with most of Germany overrun and with virtually all of Hitler's
conguests wrested fiom him and his Nazi state by the avenging mignt
of the United Nations

Hiz death come—if, in focl, he is dead—just three days after the
execution of his former diructor buddy, Benlto Mussolini, by the Par-
tisans of northern Haly. It ccme on the eve of Nazi Germany's tolal
| defeat.
| These two deaths were-like -the ending. of-x—Garaganfuan. Shake-
| spearcan tdagedy with two of the most villanous actors perishing.in
the ashes of their owa monstrous pretentions,

The assumption of power by Admiral Doenitz—if, in fact; he has
assumed power, 8s he snd the German radio claimed—came as a sur-
prise Docnitz sald that Hitler named him to the succession on April
30, the day before his aeuth.

No mention was made of Heinrich Ifimmler, who had been aciing
as Hitler’'s right hand man. Neor did .German sources say anything ol
Paul Joseph Guebbels, who 15 supposediy in the ruins of Berlin.

Doenitz sounded. aceording to the German radio and according to a
hroadeast of what was p upmteé to be his voice, as if he were taking
full command. He issued an Order of the Day to the German Army—
or what is left of i1—which siid-

"My comradas: The Fachrer has fallen, true to his great idea to
save the pecples of Europe fiom Bolshevism, he has risked his life
| and met with a hero’s death. The greatest hero of German history
| has left the stage. We d!p our colors before him."

; SAME SCRIPT WRITER

Even the oration scunded ns if Doenitz had the same script writer
as Hitler—it could kave been Goebbels.
| "To schieve all this, [ need your help. Trust me. Keep order and
| discipline in towns and counfiyside. Everybody do his duty, only then
{shall we be able to alleviete the suffering which the future will bring
{ ‘o0 each of us and to avoid collepse. I we do all that is in our power
| to do, the Tiord will not abavdor. us."
, The first indication of Hitler's death was provided by the Hemburg
| radio. At "10:43, Italian time, last night it broadcast a warning to stand
| by for "a grav: and inporiant announcement to the German people.”
The warning was repeated thiee times.
| The announcement wos Licceded by the playing of solemn Wag-
tnerlan music, including an excerpt from "The Twilight of the Gods."”

While the Eroadeust of thiz funeral music and of the news of
Hitler’s death was cn the air from the Hamburg station, the southern
German radio network, still in Nazi control, went on broadcasting light
music.







