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Post Executive Officer Recently
Promoted to Rank of Lt. Colonel

Lt. Col. Channing Beasley receives congratulations from Col. Edwin
Bobzien and Mrs, Jean Grigsby as Col. Bobzien pins the silver oak
leaves on the shoulder of Lt. Col. Beasley. Picture in background is of
Gen, William Welsh, new Soytheast Commandant. .

Lt. Col. Channing E. Beasley, Post
Executive Officer of George. Army
Air Field, was promoted from the
rank of major on orders effective
Mareh 26. Col. Beasley entered ac-
tive service in the Air Forces in
September, 1940, as a first lleuten-
ant. Prior to his entrance into the
Air Forces he had been a company
commander in the Civilian Conser-
vation Corps for four years.

Col. Beasley was born in Marion,
Ohio, in 1909. Following his grad-
uation from the public schools of
Marion he for a time played semi-
pro baseball in Ohio. Following his
baseball career he entered the busi-
ness world in-various executive ca-
pacities which helped prepare him
for the position he now holds. From
1931 to 1934 he managed a hotel in
Marion.

At the beginning of his military
career Col. Beasley was assigned to
duty at Barksdale Field, Shreveport,
La, where he was successively
Group Executive Oificer, Post Adju-
tant, and Squadron Commander,
Col. Beasley was transferred in 1942
to Columbus Army Alr Field, Colum=
bus, Miss., where he served as Post
Executive Officer and Post admin-
istrative Officer.

Col. Beasley has been at George
Army Air Field since the Field was
opened in October, 1942. In his
position as Post Executive Officer
he is responsible for the successful
carrying out of the policles of his
Commanding Officer, Col. Edwin B.
Bobzien. Col. Beasley is typical of
the younger men in whom the Army
is entrusting its more responsible
Jjobs.

FEaster Sunday
Marriages By
Two G.F. Men

Two marriages of George Field
personnel took place last Easter Sun-
day. .In the past chapel Chaplain
Edward Wyckoff officilated at the
marriage of Lt. James Keefer and
Miss Dorothy Wilcok of St. Peters-
burg, Fla. Mrs. James Donovan serv-
ed the bride as matron of honor and
Lt, Donovan acted as best man, Lts.
Keefer and Donovan are instructors
in the two engine flying school at-
tached to Squadron 4. In lien of a
honeymoon, Lt. and Mrs. Keefer are
attending the Kentucky Derby to-
day.

In the old Cathedral in ¥Vincennes,
Sgt. Martin EKolnacki, radio tech-
nician in the T708th Squadron, was
married to Miss Yolanda Cerutti of
New York City. Father Paul Deery
performed the ceremony. Attend-
ants {o the bride and groom were
Miss Mary Raffo and Cpl, John Ben-
ham. Following the wedding a re-
ception was held at the newlyweds
apartment in Vincennes. The re-
ception was attended by the bride’s
mother, Mrs. Virginia Cerutti, and
by Pvt. and Mrs. Gerald McGee, Pvt.
and Mrs, Warren Greene, Miss Mary
Raffo, Pvt. George Joseph, and Cpl.
Benham,

Brig. Gen. Nowland Chief Speake; -
At Freeman Air Field Dedication

Formal dedication of Freeman Army Air Field, Seymour , Ind., and
the graduation of the first class of cadets took place last Thursday, April
29, at 10 a. m. Highlighting the program was the appearance of Mr. Ab |
Freeman, father of Capt. Richard Freeman for whom the Field is named,
and Brig. Gen. Bob E. Nowland, Commanding General of the 28th Wing.

Freeman Army Air Field is one of
a group of Army Air Fields in the
28th Wing for which George Army
Air Field is headquarters.

The ceremony was opened with
the playing of the National Anthem
by 405th Squadron Band under the
direction of T /Sgt. Richard Bowles.
This was followed by an invocation
by Post Chaplain Phillips B. Hen-
derson.

After the invocation Col. Elmer
Rundquist, Qommanding Officer
of Freeman Army Air Field, ad-
dressed the cadefs and assembled
guests and introduced Brig. Gen.
Nowland who delivered the dedica-
tory speech which is reprinted in
full in the adjacent column of
SNAFU,

At the conclusion «of Gen. Now-

d’s address he Introduced the
ather of the man for whom the
field is named, Mr. Ab Freeman, of

Winamae, Ind., where Capt. Rich-
ard Freeman was born,

The remarks of Mr. Freeman
were followed by the band’s playing
of the Freeman Field March which
was written by Sgt. Bowles and ded-
icated to Col. Rundquist.

Graduation exercises followed the
playing of the march. Maj. Wil-
liam B. Poe, director of training, de-
livered the- introductory address
which was followed by Col Rund-
quist’s graduation speech and the
presentation of wings to the new
officers by Maj. Poe, The oath of
office was administered by Com-
mandant, Maj. Albert Hughes.

The graduation ceremony was
concluded with a benediction by

the Rev. C. W. Burkart and the
playing of the Army Air Corps song
by the band.

Later in the day an aerlal review
was led by Capt. Albert Tyler, flight
officer.

To Graduates

(Text of Speech on Page Five)

Graduation of Class 43-D

Silver Wings
Are Presented

A brief but inspiring ceremony
marked the graduation of Class
43-D, Aviation Cadets, from the
Two-Engine Advanced Flying School
at George Army Alr Fleld last
Thursday, April 29, Before a le.rge,1
group of relatives and friends who |
had traveled from distant parts of
the country, George Field's latest
“crop” of airmen {iled across the
stage of the Post theatre to receive
their “wings”.

The graduation program was
opened with an invocatlon by Post
Chaplain- Edward B. Wyckoff. Fol-
lowing the invocation Maj. Ray M. |
Cook, Cadet Training Executlve, de-

livered the address introducing the  §
| principal speaker of the morning, |

Lt. Col. Willlam XK. Kincaid, As-|
sistant Commandant of George
Field.

At the conclusion of Col. Kin- |
cald’s speech the Class of 43-D re- |
celved the oath of office which |
was read to them by Capt. Dyson
W. Cox, Director of Flying. Presen-
tation of the “Wings” was made
by Col. Kincaid. The graduation
program was concluded with a ben-
ediction by Chaplain George W.
McHugh.

Significantly, planes piloted by
under-classmen and their instruc-
tors droned overhead throughout
the exercises, indicating that the
business of war allows no holidays
—even for congratulations of friends
and “buddies".

COL. BOBZIEN GIVES
POSTHUMOUS AWARD
TO MOTHER OF HERO

WADESVILLE, Ind., April 28—{(P)
—Posthumous awards of the silver
star for gallantry in action and the |
Purple Heart for personal injury
were made last night to Mrs. Wil- |
llam Strauss for her son, Capt. Alli-
son Wayne Strauss.’

The awards were made on the first |
anniversary of the death of Capt.|
Strauss in an air battle in the Pa- |
cific war theater. Capt. Strauss was
the first Posey county native fo die |
in the war. |

The presentation was made by Col.
Edwin B. Bobzlen, commander of
George Fleld, Lawrenceville, Ill, at|

$470,000 compared with the county's
quota of $431,000.

Spring Formal
Attended By
200 Couples

The enlisted personnel of George |
Field celebrated the opening of the
spring dancing season last Thurs-
day evening.

The spring formal, attended by
more than 200 couples, was led in
the grand march by Pvt. Emmett
Gemme and Miss Rose Jean Finical.

The Recreation hall was gayly
festooned with balloons, streamers,
and bursts of confetti. Dancing last-
ed from 8:30 until 11:30 and the
George Field dance band, under
the direction of Sgt. Thomas Ser-
denis, furnished excellent entertain-
ment. 7

Acting hostesses were Mesdames
Otto Schultheis, John Baker, James
McQuaid, Rene Dognaux, and John
Dyer:

Lt. Roy Johnson, Special Services
Officer, and his staff were resnon-
sible for the colored lichts plaving
on the Alr Corns inslenia hack-
stage. Lighting effects nroduced the
atmosphere of a big-time ball-
Troom.

Aviation Cadet
Wing Adj.
Wesley Huckins

Aviation Cadet
Wing Capt.
Ted Miles

e

Aviation Cadet
Group Adj.
Henry Glass

Avh;ticm Cadet
Group Exec,
Buell Crider

N.C.0. Club Opens With Dance,
Floor Show Next Saturday, May 8

A dance and floor show next Saturday evening, May 8, will mark the
a war bond rally at which it was formal opening of the new non commissioned officers’ club. M/Sgt,
announced Posey county's second | Willlam J. Lofley, president of the club, states that members may bring
war loan subscriptions now total|iheir own dates and there will also be other girls present for dancing

pariners.
Under construction for the past
two months the now completed club

building is one of the most attrac-
tive and thoroughly equipped of
any in the Southeast. The interior
of the building has been attractively
decorated with murals painted by
Sgt, Irving Brown of the T11lth
Squadron. In the center of the
room there is a 20'x80' oak dance
floor which is surrounded by a num-
ber of dining tables and thirty
booths. A thirty-five foot bar ex-
tends along a portion of one wall
where beer, soft drinks, and ice
cream will be served. Sgt. Lofley
has been able to obtain food ration-

ing points from the Vincennes ra- |
tioning board so there will be a

limited number of food ifems for
sale,

Sgt. Lofley states that enlisted
men are required to serve in the
club., They will receive extra pay
for this work and men who are in-
terested should contact Sgt. Lofley
whose telephone number is 140.

Some N, C. O.'s failed to pay their
dues last pay day and unless they
paid the dues in full yesterday, or
within the next few days, they will
be dropped from the membership
rolls, The initiation fee for N. C.
O.'s who were stationed at George
Army Air Field on or before March
15 and who failed to join the club
may now join for a $5.00 initiation

fee which is payable at the rate of
$1.00 per month,

Those who have been promoted to
the grade of non commisisoned of-
ficer or who have reached the field
since March 15 may join for an
initiation fee of $3.00, also payable
monthly. The monthly dues are
$1.00.

It is planned to eventually devote
one section of the club to be used
as a reading room with reading
lamps and comfortable shairs. A sug-
gestion box will be available for mem-
bers to make known their preferences
in magazines and newspapers. Those
most in demand will be subscribed
to by the club.

BULLETIN

WASHINGTON, May 1.—'T3—
President Roosevelt ordered govern-
ment operation of the nation’s coal
mines today—with military protec-
tion if necessary—and in a state-

ment called on striking miners to
‘return immediately to the mines
and work for their government.”
The president ordered Secretary
of the Interior Ickes to take pes-
session and operate the mines with
such workers as he can provide, and
told Ickes he could call on the Army

for protection for them if necessary.,






